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SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL LETTER REGARDING ALLEGATIONS OF GOT 
HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS AGAINST AICHA BEN ABED 

REE: JONES/CLEAR LETTER DATED 5/8/78 

1 . EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO CABLE REPORT ON THIS CASE AS 
SOON AS INFO AVAILABLE. FRASER HAS BEEN INEORMED BY DEPT. 
THAT REPLY TO HIS INQUIRY AWAITING EMBASSY'S INVESTIGATION. 
FRASER’S LETTER FOLLOWS: 

QUOTE: DEAR MR. SECRETARY: 

I HAVE RECENTLY RECEIVED INFORMATION CONCERNING AICHA BEN 
ABED, A CITIZEN OF TUNISIA. MRS. ABED WAS REPORTEDLY 
ARRESTED, AND SUBJECTED TO TORTURE DURING INTERROGATION. 
ALTHOUGH SHE IS NOT PRESENTLY IN DETENTION, SHE PREVIOUSLY 
SERVED A PRISON TERM FOR POLITICAL REASONS, AND IT APPEARS 
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THAT THE HARASSMENT CONTINUES. HER HUSBAND, NOUREDDINE BEN 
KHADER, IS SERVING A 16 1/2 YEAR SENTENCE FOR "CRIMES" 

OF OPINION, AND MRS. ABED HAS BEEN PREVENTED FROM VISITING 
HIM. ALSO, HER PASSPORT HAS BEEN INDEEINITELY REVOKED. 

I FIND THE INCIDENTS RECOUNTED ABOVE TO BE PARTICULARLY 
DISTURBING, AS THEY ARE IN VIOLATION OF RIGHTS GUARANTEED 
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BY THE TUNISIAN CONSTITUTION. ANY INFORMATION YOU COULD 
PROVIDE ME WITH ON MRS. ABED'S SITUATION WOULD BE GREATLY 
APPRECIATED. IN ADDITION, I WOULD URGE THAT AN 
EXPRESSION OE CONCERN BE MADE TO THE TUNISIAN GOVERNMENT 
ON MRS. ABED'S BEHALE, URGING THAT HER CONSTITUTIONALLY- 
GUARANTEED RIGHTS BE RESTORED. 

THANK YOU EOR YOUR COOPERATION IN THIS MATTER. SINCERELY 
YOURS, DONALD M. ERASER, CHAIRMAN SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS. UNQUOTE. 

2. FYI: NEA/AFN HAS LEARNED THAT ERASER SENT SIMILAR 
LETTER TO TUNISIAN EMBASSY WHICH HAS EORWARDED IT TO 
EOREIGN OEEICE. 
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